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were beginning to mend, at least so it must have ap-
peared to Mark Twain when he landed in England in
July, 18965 only to learn that his daughter Susie was
ill and then of her death on August 18.
It was the cruellest blow fate had dealt Mark Twain
so far, but he bore it bravely. Private sorrows must not
interfere with the payment of the money he owed, so
he went on doggedly with his book, More Tramps Abroad,
in which he recorded the experiences of his world tour.
It was published in America in 1897, but the author
and his wife and daughter Jean remained in Europe,
dividing their time between Switzerland, Vienna and
England. Towards the end of their stay Jean was taken
ill, and not until she was cured did she and her parents
return to America in October, 1900. It was a trium-
phant homecoming, for by this time Mark Twain had
paid his debt to the last dollar and was his own man
again.
Mark Twain was now sixty-five years old, and his
work as a lecturer and writer was almost done. But he
seemed unable to settle down. He was always changing
his place of residence, and towards the end of 1903 he
took his wife to Italy for the sake of her health and they
made their home in Florence. They lived there till
June, 1904, and then, on the fifth of that month, Mrs.
Clemens died leaving a gap in Mark Twain's life which
nothing could ever fill.
Soon after this sad event Mark Twain returned to
America. Jean and Clara were now all that were left
of his family, and with them he lived, moving from
place to place as he had done before. In 1907 he made

